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18 12. J Remarks on Kingly Power. — Ramble, SCc. 455 

To talk of her people, gives a de- 
grading image of servility: as if 
the many were made for the ftvv, 
and as if kings ought to be consider- 
ed in any other light, than as the 
first magistrates of a free people. 
These expressions, denoting a state 
so resembling personal servitude* re- 
minds of the word homage: in base 
Latin homagium, '•' homo sum — 1 am 
y^ur man : your slave/' and is a 
word not fit to be found in the vo- 
cabulary of freemen, who under- 
stand their rights. The old phrases 
in law, " the King's court ;" " con- 
trary to his peace, his crown, and 
diguity," " the King's customs, du- 
ties, and excise," are all expres- 
sions calculated to mislead, and 
show the state of vassalage of for- 
mer times. In a more enlightened 
period they ought to be changed 
to a style more appropriately fitted 
to convey just ideas of Kings being 
not despots, but merely the deposi- 
taries of power, for the general 
good of the community. From con- 
siderations , of this kind may we 
not gather, notwithstanding Sir 
Francis Burdett's frequent appeals 
to the times of the early Ed- 
wards and Henry's, or even to Sax- 
on usages, that the true principles 
of liberty were not Understood in 
those days? To establish libeny 
on a proper basis, let us not look 
back, but accept the aid moiiero 
philosophy aftbrds to fix more cor- 
rect principles, and a correspondent 
reformed nomenclature 
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CONNOR early becante of some 
note Irom one of the earliest 
Christian churches of this pari of 
Ireland, beimj founded here abont 



tide. The Review, therefore, had 
it in contemplation to charge Mr. 
Pitt and Lord Spencer with all the 
blame athi the good-nature imputed 
to the act in question." Here then 
leg aveugles clairvoyants appear in 
a state of superlative reprobation, 

" And hard be hardened, Hind be blinded 

more. 
That they may stumble on, and deeper 

fall." 

Yet I do not say this is peculiar to 
them. There is a precedent for it. 
The great and good printer and 
publisher, George Faulkner, had 
some way confounded the works of 
Pope and Swift, which he thus cor- 
rected : " This fourth volume of Mr« 
Pope's works makes the fifth volume 
of I)ean Swift's works." 

I now now leave those gentlemen, 
the Quarterly Reviewers, to enjoy 
their tears among the honeysuckles 
and gooseberry -bushes of their own 
planting. One remark of theirs, 
however, remains unnoticed by me^ 
They say, "Mr. Elisor's principal 
quarrel is with the doctrine of future 
torments." If it be any comfort to 
the Quarterly Reviewers to believe 
that they may be damned here and 
hereafter, 1, of ail men, am the last 
would deprive them of that consola- 
tion. 
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IN the Selected Poetry for last month, 
I observed a short article 
extracted from the Morning Chroni- 
cle, addressed to the Princess Char* 
lotteof Wales. Isupposethe smooth- 
ness of the versificai ion induced the 
selection, for the sentiment express- 
ed in the last line is so contrary 
to the firm tone that you general^ 
ly assume in your politics, that I 
cannot consider that its merit pro- 
cured the insertion in your columns. 



